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attempt is also made to combine them harmo-
niously and appropriately with the Montessori
method. The general opinion in Germany re-
garding the Montessori apparatus is the same as
in England, namely, that while this apparatus is
useful, especially for backward children, the
teacher must be given freedom to use such other
material as she may find necessary for developing
self-activity in individual children.
Germany may rightly be called the home of the
kindergarten. Froebel founded the first kinder-
garten at Blankenburg, Germany, in 1837. Since
then, kindergartens have been established in
Germany in all towns, and in many cases, in rural
areas also. They are private institutions aided by
the municipalities, which sometimes bear the cost
of the salaries of the teachers, leaving the private
agencies to supply the buildings and equipment.
As mentioned in Chapter I, the kindergartens are
controlled by the Department of Juvenile Welfare.
They serve both as centres for child-welfare work
and for preparation for the elementary school.
Some kindergartens also take in children of the
school age whose mental development has been
retarded by temporary causes, and, by entrusting
them to the care of a specially trained teacher,
prepare them for admission into an elementary
school.
Like the Nursery Schools in England, the
kindergartens in Germany are a great boon to
families where the "father and mother, being both
obliged to go out to work, cannot look after their